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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

1953 


To: 


The  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors ,  Borough  of  Stratford- 
upon-Avon. 

The  Chairman  and  Councillors ,  Rural  District  of  Stratford-on- 
Avon. 

The  Chairman  and  Councillors ,  Rural  District  of  A  Icester. 

The  Chairman  and  Councillors,  Rural  District  of  Shipston-on-Stour. 

1  am  once  again  combining  my  annual  reports  for  the  four 
District  Councils  which  I  have  the  honour  to  serve  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  within  one  cover.  I  think  it  may  be  useful  for 
members  of  the  various  Councils  to  be  able  to  compare  the  activities 
and  characteristics  of  the  four  District  Councils.  This  preface 
consists  ot  matters  of  common  interest  in  the  four  Districts  though, 
of  course,  the  points  mentioned  may  not  apply  with  equal  force  to 
each  district. 
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HOUSING 


The  four  local  authorities  in  this  area  have  all  made  en¬ 
couraging  progress  in  providing  new  council  houses  for  applicants 
on  their  lists.  These  lists,  unfortunately,  never  seem  to  get  any  less 
in  length. 

Housing  Authorities  have  now  been  asked  to  start  once  again 
schemes  for  the  clearance  of  old  and  unfit  property  in  their  districts. 
This  means  that  a  balance  will  have  to  be  struck  between  using 
labour  for  the  building  of  new  houses  and  using  labour  to  restore 
old  houses  to  a  reasonable  condition. 

Until  now,  action  on  unfit  houses  has  been  confined  to  in¬ 
dividual  houses  which  have  become  unoccupied  by  the  rehousing 
of  their  tenants  in  new  council  houses.  Action  has  taken  the  form 
of  demolition,  closing  or  accepting  undertakings  from  owners  to 
make  the  houses  fit  for  habitation. 

A  more  thorough  policy  of  such  clearance  will  create  many 
problems  in  the  four  districts. 

1.  Many  tenants  of  poor  property  are  not  on  housing  lists 
and  since,  when  clearance  areas  are  considered,  an  undertaking 
must  be  given  to  provide  alternative  accommodation,  it  may  appear 
to  housing  applicants  that  tenants  of  unfit  homes  are  jumping  the 
queue.  This  can  only  be  avoided  by  councils  setting  aside  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  their  new  houses  for  the  specific  purpose  of  re-housing 
tenants  of  unfit  houses. 

2.  Without  some  scheme  of  rent  subsidy,  tenants  of  low 
rented  property  may  be  unwilling  or  unable  to  find  the  rent  for  a 
new  house.  It  may  be  possible  in  some  districts  to  solve  this  by 
making  use  of  older  and  cheaper  council  houses  for  these  people. 

3.  Unfit  houses  are  often  occupied  by  old  people  who  will 
need  accommodation  of  the  bungalow  type.  There  are  also  old 
couples  in  three  bedroom  council  houses  who  might  accept  the  offer 
of  a  bungalow.  I  hope  Councils  will  continue  to  bear  in  mind  the 
need  for  a  proportion  of  bungalows  on  all  council  house  sites.  The 
National  Assistance  Board  can  often  help  old  couples  who  would  be 
in  difficulty  about  finding  rent  money. 

4.  In  many  villages  there  are  houses  whose  front  elevations 
are  attractive  but  which  completely  lack  any  amenities  and  in 
general  are  quite  inadequate  as  living  accommodation.  The  only 
way,  as  I  see  it,  to  overcome  this  problem  and  preserve  the  character 
of  villages  is  to  try  to  encourage  people  to  purchase  these  houses 
and  to  put  them  into  a  good  state  of  repair.  This  will  entail  a  policy 
of  giving  improvement  grants  to  owner  occupiers. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Diphtheria 

No  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified  in  the  districts  for  many 
years,  which  is  in  accordance  with  a  very  great  decrease  in  the 
disease  in  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  campaign  to  ensure  that  all  children  are  immunised  con- 
rinues  and  the  number  of  children  protected  in  the  districts  is  very 
satisfactory.  To  keep  this  level  of  immunisation  means  constant 
persuasion  of  parents  by  doctors  and  health  visitors  since  lack  of 
disease  tends  to  produce  a  sense  of  lethargy  amongst  parents.  A 
few  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  a  neighbouring  authority’s 
district  a  little  while  ago  which  had  a  most  electrifying  demand  for 
immunisation  in  those  parts  of  this  area  nearby. 

Whooping  Cough 

The  number  of  young  children  immunised  against  whooping 
cough  is  increasing.  Whilst  it  is  too  early  yet  to  assess  the  full 
effect  of  this  campaign,  investigations  elsewhere  in  the  country  have 
confirmed  the  protection  given  against  a  disease  which  can  be 
dangerous  in  very  young  children.  Immunisation  may  also  prevent 
much  long-standing  ill  health  amongst  older  children  quite  apart 
from  the  relief  that  parents  will  have  from  the  distressing  night 
time  episodes  of  their  suffering  children. 

Small  Pox 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  against  small  pox  is  on  the 
increase.  This  again  is  a  protective  measure  which  should  be 
received  by  all  children  in  infancy,  but  the  realisation  of  its  useful¬ 
ness  appears  to  be  ignored  until  the  daily  papers  report  the  occasional 
cases  which  still  occur  in  this  country. 

Tuberculosis 

It  is  a  very  great  pleasure  to  report  that  there  are  now  sufficient 
beds  in  hospitals  in  this  part  of  the  country  for  those  sufferers  from 
tuberculosis  who  require  hospital  treatment.  With  modern  methods 
of  treatment  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  patients  concerned, 
many  of  them  can  quite  adequately  continue  their  treatment  at 
home.  There  is  a  minority  of  older  patients  for  whom,  unfortunately, 
treatment  has  little  effect  and  who  remain  a  menace  to  the  popula¬ 
tion  in  general.  They  need  not  be  if  they  would  only  accept  and  act 
on  the  advice  given  to  them  and  learn  to  avoid  infecting  other 
people.  The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  providing  accommo¬ 
dation  for  this  type  of  chronic  patient  and  a  way  has  been  suggested 
to  provide  this  in  this  area.  I  hope  that  some  progress  will  be  made 
in  this  direction  soon. 


Protective  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered  to  all  children  in 
contact  with  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  during  the  year  59  children 
have  been  vaccinated  and  thereby  have  had  their  resistance  to  the 
disease  increased. 

There  have  been  times  during  the  year  when  I  have  recom¬ 
mended  the  re-housing  of  tuberculous  families  to  the  District 
Councils.  I  make  these  recommendations  only  when  there  is  a  real 
case  for  doing  so  and  I  do  not  hold  the  opinion  that  all  tuberculous 
families  should  automatically  receive  new  council  houses.  On  one 
or  two  occasions  during  the  year  I  have  wondered  to  myself  whether 
I  did  not  have  to  work  unduly  hard  to  persuade  councillors  of  the 
need  of  a  particular  case.  There  are  times,  I  think,  when  “jumping 
the  queue”  is  necessary  for  the  general  good  of  the  community. 

Poliomyelitis 

1  imagine  that  by  the  time  this  report  is  printed  the  first  case 
of  poliomyelitis  will  have  occurred  if  we  are  to  have  any  this  year. 
Our  knowledge  of  the  disease  and  of  the  way  it  spreads  is  gradually 
increasing.  It,  unfortunately,  has  become  a  source  of  worry  and 
alarm  to  people  perhaps  out  of  the  proportion  it  warrants  medically 
speaking. 

If  cases  arise  I  shall  be  asking  contacts  of  that  case  to  co¬ 
operate  more  fully  in  an  attempt  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
This  may  cause  a  certain  amount  of  disorganisation  to  family 
routine  which  I  hope  will  be  accepted. 

To  everybody  in  general  I  would  suggest  these  rules: 

1.  That  if  a  case  occurs  in  a  household  the  other  members  of 
that  household  who  appear  to  be  perfectly  well  may  be  able 
to  pass  on  the  infection.  Keep  yourselves  to  yourselves. 

2.  If  there  is  polio  about  do  not  try  to  “throw  off”  any  in¬ 
disposition  or  “carry  on”  when  not  feeling  up  to  it. 

3.  “Coughs  and  sneezes  spread  diseases”  may  apply  to  polio. 

4.  The  virus  of  polio  can  be  present  in  the  bowel.  Therefore, 
keep  your  hands  clean  and  train  your  children  to  wash  their 
hands  frequently  after  visiting  the  toilet  particularly. 

OLD  PEOPLE 

In  many  parts  of  the  country  there  are  individuals  and  organisa¬ 
tions  dealing  actively  with  the  welfare  of  aged  people  in  conjunction 
with  official  help  which  can  be  provided  under  the  National  Health 
and  National  Assistance  Acts.  It  is  easier  to  work  schemes  of 
comprehensive  voluntary  help  in  towns  than  so  far  has  been 
possible  in  country  districts. 
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It  has  been  left  to  neighbours  to  deal  in  rather  piecemeal 
fashion  with  the  problem  which  will  become  greater  as  the  years 
go  by.  The  aim  of  everybody  who  gives  any  thought  to  this  matter 
should  be  to  do  everything  possible  to  add  to  the  comfort  and 
increase  the  happiness  of  old  people  in  their  own  homes. 

Since  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  work  is  bound  up  with 
preventative  medicine  in  the  wider  sphere,  he  should  interest  him¬ 
self  in  cases  of  unnecessary  deterioration  in  the  health  of  old  people. 
It  is  my  duty  as  Area  Medical  Officer  under  the  County  Council  to 
arrange  for  the  provision  of  home  help  and  nursing  help  to  people 
in  the  area  and  it  is  from  this  side  of  my  work  that  the  problems  of 
old  age  are  forcibly  brought  to  my  notice  every  day.  There  are 
many  ways  in  which  official  help  can  be  given  and,  of  course,  neigh¬ 
bours  and  voluntary  organisations  of  different  kinds  do  much  to 
help  them  as  well.  There  is,  however,  a  great  need  for  a  firmer  link 
between  the  providers  of  official  help  and  the  voluntary  organisa¬ 
tions  and  for  a  greater  mutual  knowledge  of  the  activities  and 
potential  scope  of  each.  There  are  also  many  needs  that  old  people 
have  of  a  rather  personal  service  nature  which  cannot  be  provided 
for  by  official  help  and  which  could  so  relatively  easily  be  provided 
for  by  voluntary  help.  I  hope  during  1954  we  shall  be*  able  to  bring 
together  the  two  main  forms  of  help  so  that  their  activities  are  more 
co-ordinated  and  greatly  broadened  and  more  useful.  There  are 
still  too  many  people,  most  of  them  living  alone,  who  desperately 
need  help  to  make  their  life  fuller  and  happier. 

It  should  not  be  possible,  as  happens  at  present,  that  old 
people  should  go  unfed  and  uncared  for  if  home  helps  did  not 
visit  them. 

To  go  further,  there  is  a  need  for  a  reawakening  amongst 
ordinary  people  of  a  spirit  of  charity  towards  those  living  in  de¬ 
plorable  conditions,  the  remedy  for  which  is  in  personal  deeds  not 
words  or  resolutions,  or  meetings,  or  leaving  such  things  to  the 
“Welfare  State”. 

To  some  extent  these  people  may  have  only  themselves  to 
blame  for  their  condition  since  kind  offers  of  neighbours  have  often 
been  rejected.  Many  times  I  have  wished  I  could  recruit  a  band  of 
Domestic  Commandos  (both  male  and  female)  who  would  not 
flinch  whatever  the  job  they  had  to  do. 

As  a  corollary  to  help  for  old  people  in  their  own  homes,  there 
is  a  great  need  for  a  modification  in  the  types  of  residential  accom¬ 
modation  for  old  people.  In  this  area  we  are  well  supplied  with 
Old  Peoples’  Homes  at  Stratford,  Alcester  and  Shipston  and  with 
a  hospital  at  those  places  also  though,  of  course,  these  are  by  no 
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means  for  the  sole  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district.  A  crying 
need  all  over  the  country  is  for  some  form  of  accommodation  be¬ 
tween  that  provided  in  an  Old  Person’s  Home  where  the  occupant 
must  be  reasonably  able-bodied,  and  that  provided  by  the  hospital 
for  people  in  need  of  full  medical  and  nursing  care. 

I  think  myself  that  if  the  County  Council,  which  controls  Old 
People’s  Homes,  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  which  controls 
old  people’s  wards  in  hospitals  could  meet  together  it  would  be 
relatively  easy  for  one  or  other  or  both  of  those  authorities  to  find 
accommodation  for  this  half-way  house  type  here  in  Stratford-on- 
Avon.  I  have  mentioned  this  matter  in  various  quarters  before  and 
regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  persuade  one  party  or  the  other 
to  take  the  lead  in  originating  this  idea.  In  Stratford-on-Avon  we 
are  so  ideally  situated  by  having  the  hospital,  the  Old  People’s  Home 
and  the  administrative  centre  of  the  County  Council  domiciliary 
health  services  within  less  than  a  stone’s  throw  of  one  another.  If  a 
well  thought  out  and  co-operative  scheme  was  presented  to  the 
Minister  I  feel  sure  that  some  action  would  be  permitted.  There 
would  then  be  a  place  where  old  people  could  be  cared  for,  where 
old  people  could  retire  to  bed  for  short  periods  if  they  wished,  where 
their  general  health  could  be  improved  so  that  they  either  return  to 
their  own  homes  or  were  strong  enough  to  go  to  an  Old  People’s 
Home.  If  they  have  become  too  ill  to  continue  in  the  half-way 
house  they  could  so  easily  be  transferred  to  a  hospital  bed.  The  old 
people’s  wards  in  the  hospital  would  be  relieved  of  many  patients 
who  at  the  present  time  are  quite  fit  to  sit  in  a  chair  in  the  middle  of 
the  ward  only  using  their  beds  at  night,  and  thereby  blocking  beds 
which  could  be  used  by  people  in  greater  need. 

I  hope  a  meeting  will  be  called  of  people  who  are  willing  to  help 
in  the  whole  problem  of  voluntary  work  in  the  near  future.  The 
need  is  for  deeds  not  words  and,  in  spite  of  v/hat  I  have  said  in  the 
last  paragraph,  the  aim  should  be  to  keep  old  people  happy  and 
comfortable  in  their  own  homes. 

STAFF 

I  am  most  grateful  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Surveyor  of 
all  four  Councils  for  the  pains  they  have  taken  to  provide  the  in¬ 
formation  on  which  this  report  is  based  and  for  their  helpfulness 
during  the  year.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  my  office  staff  for  their 
efforts. 

Lastly  my  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  members  of  the  four 
Councils  for  their  help  and  consideration. 

J.  B.  BRAMWELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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THE  BOROUGH  OF 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

J.  H.  Davies,  m.s.i.a., 
Certificate  of  Meat  and  Foods 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

W.  D.  H.  Kear,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.s.i., 
Certificate  of  Meat  and  Foods 

Sanitary  Inspector 

W.  T.  Bruen,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.s.i., 
Certificate  of  Meat  and  Foods 


Area  of  the  Borough  (acres) 
Population  (Estimated) 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  Penny  Rate  . . 


6,899 

14,720 

£146,250 

£594 


7 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14,720 


Live  Births 


Male  Female 

Legitimate  ..  ..  ..127  86 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  6  7 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  15-4  (15-5)* 


Total 

213 

13 


Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated 


Male 

1 

population  0-2  (0-4)* 


Female 

2 


Total 

3 


Deaths 

Male 

72 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  1 


Female 
102 
•8  (11 -4)* 


Total 

174 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  sepsis  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  4  —  4 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  3  1  4 

Death  rate  per  1,000  related  births  35-8  (26-8)* 


Causes  of  Death 

Prematurity  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  .  .  1 

Anencephalic  Foetus  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Congenital  Polycystic  kidneys  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Purulent  Meningitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Cerebral  Asphyxia  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Atelectasis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

4 

— 

Illegitimate  . . 

3 

1 

*  Corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales 
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Total 

4 

4 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Other  Infectious  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lungs,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . . 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  other  organs 
Leukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
,  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Diseases 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Influenza 
!  Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach,  Duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis,  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Causes 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  Other  Accidents 
Suicide . 

Homicide,  Operations  of  War 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  1/1/53 
Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  31/12/53 


Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

18 

21 

6 

3 

21 

23 

6 

3 

AGE  PERIOD 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

> 

Pul. 

1 

Non-Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

2-5 

6-10 

1 

11-15 

16-20 

21-25 

2 

1 

26-35 

2 

1 

36-45 

3 

46-55 

2 

56-65 

3 

2 

66  and  upwards 

Age  unknown 

Total 

8* 

5* 

1* 

2 

1 

*  Four  of  these  are  not  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  but  transfers  from  other  areas. 
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Dysentery 

Poliomyelitis 

(non-paralytic) 

Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

Classifications  . . 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

VO 

to 

i 

? 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

- 

OO 

i 

1-2 

1 

i 

- 

i 

134 

to 

Ol 

i 

i 

i 

i 

•— 

194 

~o 

CV 

1 

VO 

1 

— 

i 

i 

i 

- 

OO 

1 

to 

O 

1 

£ 

i 

i 

- 

- 

1 

to 

— 

1 

15-24 

- 

i 

VO 

1 

- 

25  and 
over 

1 

i 

to 

i 

OO 

to 

1 

1 

Age 

Unkn. 

* 

-L 

OO 

30 

463 

30 

24 

Total 

- 

- 

-£■ 

-~j 

to 

i 

i 

Ad.  to 
Hosp. 

1 

i 

to 

i 

OJ 

i 

1 

i 

Deaths 

i 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 


HOUSING 


Total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Borough  at  31st  December,  1953  . .  4,545 

Number  of  houses  built  under  Housing  Acts  . .  . .  . .  858 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  since  war  . .  . .  . .  430 

Number  of  houses  in  private  ownership  built  since  the  war  . .  110 

Number  of  new  houses  built  during  1953 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  95 

(, b )  By  private  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  course  of  erection  . .  . .  . .  94 

Number  of  private  houses  in  course  of  erection  . .  . .  . .  39 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  . .  . .  . .  500 

Number  of  tenants  in  ex-W.D.  sites  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS 


Number  of  houses  about  which  representations  have  been  made 
under  Section  11,  Housing  Act  1936 
Number  of  houses  closed  or  demolished 

Number  of  applications  for  improvements  grants  under  Housing 
Act  1 949 

Number  of  grants  made 


3 

3  closed 

1 

Nil 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Sanitary  Accommodation  and  Drainage 

There  are  39  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  in  the  Borough  receiving  drainage 
from  57  houses  and  3  holiday  camps. 

With  the  exception  of  one  septic  tank,  all  of  them  are  outside  the  area 
drained  by  the  public  sewers.  The  Council  undertake  to  empty  the  cesspools 
on  payment  of  costs  by  the  occupiers. 

The  drainage  system  of  24  houses  have  been  renewed  or  repaired  and  21  new 
gully  traps  have  been  fitted.  Obstructed  drains  at  32  houses  have  been  cleared. 

Three  houses  and  1  workshop  have  been  provided  with  new  water  closets. 

Eight  houses  with  new  water  closet  pedestals. 

Six  houses  with  new  water  closet  flushing  cisterns. 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Two  houses  have  been  fumigated  after  cases  of  scarlet  fever;  3  houses  after 
tuberculosis;  3  houses  after  death  from  cancer. 

Six  premises  have  been  treated  for  cockroaches;  5  premises  for  fleas; 
7  premises  for  bed  bugs;  8  wasps  nests  have  been  destroyed. 

The  disinfection  of  dwelling-houses  after  infectious  diseases  and  the  treat¬ 
ment  for  pests  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  free  of  costs  to  the 
occupiers,  but  a  charge  is  made,  to  cover  the  costs,  for  the  treatment  of  businesses. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

Inspection  of  houses,  Housing  Act  . .  . .  . .  25 

Reinspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  . .  .  ’  194 

Inspection  of  premises,  Public  Health  Act  . .  . .  . .  410 

Filthy  and  verminous  premises  .  .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Reinspections,  calls,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  ...  684 

Visits  and  interviews  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  134 

Slaughter-houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  544 

Dairies  and  milk  vendors  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  44 

Hotels  and  restaurant  kitchens  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 84 

Butchers’  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Fish  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Ice-cream  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  j  65 

Ice-cream  samples  taken  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Visits  re  unsound  food  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  91 

Confectioners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Markets  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . ,  .  497 

Shops  (Shops  Act)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  133 

Infectious  diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Premises  disinfected  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Premises  disinfested  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  42 

Rodent  control  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  75 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  . .  . .  . .  . .  94 

Camping  grounds  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  115 

Complaints  investigated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ]  60 

Factories,  P.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  j  08 

Factories,  N.P.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 

New  buildings  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  X071 

Drains  tested  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  95 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  103 

Statutory  Notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Informal  notices  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  189 

Notices  complied  with  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  169 

Notices  not  complied  with  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Total  improvements  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  491 

Total  premises  improved  . .  . .  . .  . .  302 

Drains  obstructed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 

Defective  drains  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ig 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  . .  . .  . .  2 

Defective  W.C.  pedestals  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Defective  W.C.  seats  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 1 

Defective  roofs  and  R.W.Ps.  and  gutters  . .  . .  . .  29 

Defective  chimneys  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Defective  plaster  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Defective  floors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Dampness  in  walls  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Defective  fireplaces  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Defective  brickwork  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Burst  water  pipes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Verminous  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Defective  doors  and  windows  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Defective  sinks  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Bakehouses  and  restaurant  kitchens  requiring  limewashing  . .  18 

Nuisances  from  animals  . .  . .  ....  5 
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Offensive  accumulations  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Dirty  yards  and  passages  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  33 

Sanitary  Improvements  Made 

Drains  cleared  . .  . .  . .  .  . .  . .  32 

Drains  relayed  or  repaired  . .  .  . .  . .  24 

W.C.  basins  cleansed  . .  . .  .  . .  . .  3 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

W.C.  cisterns  (new)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

New  W.Cs.  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

New  W.C.  pedestals  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Pails  converted  to  W.Cs.  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Roofs  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  31 

R.W.Ps.  and  gutters  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Accumulations  removed  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Nuisance  from  animals  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Sinks  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Sinks  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

T.W.  supply  laid  on  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Bakehouses  limewashed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Dairies  limewashed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Plaster  repaired  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  14 

Floors  repaired  . .  .  . .  . .  4 

Rooms  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  34 

Dustbins  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  97 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  51 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  dwelling-houses  in  the  Borough  and  twice 
weekly  from  hotels  and  restaurants.  A  weekly  collection  of  trade  refuse  is  also 
made  from  retail  shops  on  request,  and  a  charge  of  sixpence  per  bin,  per  week, 
is  made  for  this  service. 

Loads  of  trade  refuse  are  collected  on  request,  on  payment  of  costs. 
Refuse  is  disposed  of  on  the  Unicorn  Meadow  by  the  controlled  tipping 
method,  and  it  is  covered  by  a  final  layer  of  at  least  six  inches  of  soil.  The  tip 
is  sprayed  daily  with  a  D.D.T.  solution  throughout  the  summer  months  to 
control  the  fly  nuisance. 

A  monthly  survey  is  also  made  of  the  tip  and  surrounding  ditches  by  the 
Rodent  Operative  for  the  detection  of  rats.  Twenty-two  dead  rats  have  been 
picked  up  after  treatment  during  the  year. 

CAMPING  AND  CARAVAN  SITES 

Licensed  sites: 

(a)  The  Rayford  Camp,  Tiddington  Road. 

Licensed  for  112  caravans. 

( b )  The  Elms  Farm  Camp,  Tiddington  Road. 

Licensed  for  56  caravans. 

(c)  The  Oxstalls  Farm  Camp,  Warwick  Road. 

Licensed  for  56  caravans. 

(cl)  The  Corporation  Camp,  Warwick  Road. 

Licensed  for  98  caravans. 

Individual  sites: 

Total  number  of  individual  caravans  or  sites  licensed  . .  Nil 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

(a)  1.  Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Borough  ..  135 

2.  Grocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

3.  Bakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

4.  Butchers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

5.  Fishmongers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

6.  Fried-fish  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

7.  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

8.  Confectioners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

9.  Greengrocers 

( b )  Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 

Act 

Ice-cream  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  80 

Preparation  of  sausages,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  5 

Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  l 

(c)  Number  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Food  Premises 

Ice-cream  premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  165 

Preparation  of  sausages,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  588 

Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

The  number  of  inspections  made  re  the  preparation  of  sausages,  etc., 
include  the  inspections  made  to  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough. 

(cl)  Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Carcase  meat  and  offal  is  disposed  of  by  Government  Contractors.  Other 
items  of  unsound  food  are  disposed  of  on  the  Corporation  controlled  tip. 
( e )  Unsound  foods  which  have  been  inspected  and  disposed  of  are  as  follows : 

1,987  tins  of  assorted  food. 

115  jars  and  packets  of  assorted  food. 

209  lbs.  beef. 

181  lbs.  bacon. 

145  lbs.  cheese. 

129  lbs.  sausages. 

22  lbs.  biscuits. 

34  lbs.  almonds. 

14  lbs.  tongue. 

15  lbs.  flour. 

3  cwt.  rice. 

24  poultry. 

12  rabbits. 

ICE-CREAM  PREMISES 

Eighty  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream.  There 
are  two  registered  ice-cream  factories  in  the  Borough,  but  neither  was  in  opera¬ 
tion  during  the  year. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  these 
premises  and  33  samples  of  ice-cream  have  been  taken  and  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination. 

The  reports  on  these  samples  came  within  the  following  provisional  Grades: 

18  in  Grade  1. 

10  in  Grade  2. 

2  in  Grade  3. 

3  in  Grade  4. 
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CLEAN  FOOD  GUILD 


The  number  of  members  in  the  Stratford-upon-Avon  Food  Traders  Guild 
is  now  34.  A  visit  was  organised  for  the  members  to  Messrs.  Cadbury  Bros. 
Ltd.,  at  Bournville.  Further  visits  to  places  of  interest  to  members  will  have 
to  be  organised  during  the  winter  months,  as  members  cannot  attend  owing 
to  their  trades  being  mostly  seasonal,  from  early  spring  to  late  autumn. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

There  are  eight  retailers  residing  in  the  Borough  and  three  reside  outside 
the  Borough. 

All  of  these  retailers  draw  their  milk  supplies,  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin 
Tested,  in  bottles  from  the  Stratford  Dairy  Ltd.,  New  Street,  thus  dispensing 
with  the  necessity  of  individual  dairies. 

The  daily  throughput  of  milk  at  the  Stratford  Dairy  is  3,750  gallons,  of 
which  50  per  cent  is  Tuberculin  Tested  and  50  per  cent  Pasteurised. 

Approximately  90  per  cent  of  the  milk  is  bottled  at  the  dairy,  the  remainder 
being  sold  in  bulk  to  cafes,  hospitals,  etc. 


FOOD  &  DRUGS  (MILK  DAIRIES  &  ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT,  1950 

SECTION  8 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations — Routine  Milk  Samples  for 
Biological  Examination  during  the  Year  1953 


Designation  of  Milk 

Total  No. 
of  Samples 

No.  Positive 

Pasteurised 

. .  4 

Nil 

“Tuberculin  tested  (Pasteurised)” 

4 

Nil 

“Tuberculin  tested” 

1 

Nil 

“Accredited”  and  non-graded 

2 

Nil 

BAKEHOUSES  AND  RESTAURANT  KITCHENS 

There  are  nine,  registered  bakehouses  and  sixteen  restaurant  kitchens  in  the 
Borough. 

Forty-four  visits  have  been  made  to  the  bakehouses  and  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four  to  the  restaurant  kitchens. 

Seven  informal  notices  have  been  served  to  the  occupiers  during  the  year, 
five  for  redecoration,  one  for  removal  of  refuse  and  one  for  the  provision  of 
additional  dustbins. 

All  of  these  notices  were  complied  with. 


FISH  SHOPS 

There  are  three  fresh-fish  shops  and  three  fried-fish  shops  in  the  Borough. 
Twenty  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year,  and  all  have  been 
maintained  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 
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POTATO  CRISPS  FACTORY 


The  Avon  Potato  Crisps  Factory  in  Paddock  Lane  has  continued  in  opera¬ 
tion  throughout  the  year.  The  nuisance  which  existed  from  time  to  time,  due 
to  the  condensation  of  fat-laden  steam  on  the  walls  and  ceiling,  has  at  last  been 
permanently  abated,  by  the  provision  of  four  new  enclosed  chip  fryers. 

Visits  have  been  made  periodically  and  the  factory  has  been  maintained 
in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  two  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  have  been  in  continual  use 
throughout  the  year. 

The  inspection  of  meat  forms  a  very  important  part  of  the  inspector’s 
duties,  and  no  meat  or  offal  is  allowed  to  leave  the  slaughter-houses  before  it 
has  been  inspected. 

All  condemned  meat  is  dealt  with,  after  being  dyed  green,  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Contractors  and  processed  into  artificial  manures. 

There  are  nineteen  licensed  slaughter  men  in  the  Borough  and  their  licences 
are  renewed  every  three  years. 


TABLE  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  IN  1939  AND  FROM 

1948  TO  1953 


Year 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

1939  .. 

868 

26 

265 

3791 

4712 

9663 

1948  . . 

1279 

629 

1486 

7361 

819 

11574 

1949  . . 

1154 

731 

1843 

7208 

1456 

12392 

1950  . . 

1501 

897 

1544 

7086 

1613 

12641 

1951  .. 

1 

2864 

1457 

1080 

11293 

2877 

19571 

1952  . . 

3389 

1553 

1710 

17494 

6023 

30169 

1953  . . 

3632 

1141 

1121 

14058 

6381 

26339 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excludg. 

Cows 

Cows 

, 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

3632 

1141 

1121 

14058 

6387 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
for  T.B. 

11 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Part  carcases  condemned 
for  T.B. 

213 

166 

Nil 

Nil 

45 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
for  O.C. 

4 

17 

26 

99 

68 

Part  carcases  condemned 
for  O.C. 

1008 

674 

16 

1334 

293 

%  of  whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  for  T.B. 

•03% 

1  -40% 

Nil 

Nil 

•015% 

%  of  part  carcases  con¬ 
demned  for  T.B. 

5-86% 

14-54% 

Nil 

Nil 

•704% 

%  of  whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  for  O.C. 

T 1% 

1-47% 

2-21% 

•704% 

1-06% 

%  of  part  carcases  con¬ 
demned  for  O.C. 

21-1% 

59-0% 

1  -42% 

9-48% 

4-58% 
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DISEASE  AND  WEIGHT  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

12 

10 

2 

4 

Oedema 

1 

10 

3 

1 

Emaciation 

2 

6 

0 

27 

Fevered 

1 

9 

1 

6 

Cirrhosis 

7 

5 

1 

10 

Parasites 

2 

7 

1 

8 

Abscesses 

1 

2 

1 

8 

Angioma 

0 

8 

2 

5 

Bruised 

1 

7 

0 

25 

Gangrene 

0 

3 

0 

27 

Jaundice 

0 

4 

0 

3 

Erysipelas 

0 

3 

2 

9 

Actinomycosis  . . 

0 

8 

0 

2 

Pneumonia 

0 

16 

1 

9 

Peritonitis 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Septicaemia 

1 

10 

3 

12 

Johnes  Disease 

0 

0 

3 

15 

Black  Leg 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcinoma 

0 

0 

0 

15 

Fatty  Infiltration 

0 

3 

3 

6 

Anaemia 

0 

0 

2 

25 

Decomposition 

1 

4 

0 

6 

Immature 

0 

3 

2 

15 

Septic  Peritonitis 

1 

0 

0 

26 

Septic  Metritis  . . 

0 

2 

2 

0 

Septic  Mastitis 

0 

7 

1 

4 

Joint  Ill 

0 

0 

1 

25 

Moribund 

0 

1 

3 

3 

Anthrax 

0 

1 

0 

8 

Pyaemia 

0 

0 

3 

24 

RODENT  CONTROL 

One  full-time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed  in  the  Borough  for  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  rats  and  mice. 

Five  hundred  and  sixty-five  premises  were  surveyed  during  the  year,  128 
were  found  to  be  infested  and  treatment  was  carried  out. 

Premises  treated  include  48  private  houses,  38  business  premises,  and 
34  Corporation  properties.  2,733  non-poison  baits  and  976  poison  baits  were 
laid.  187  dead  rats  and  55  dead  mice  were  picked  up  on  premises  treated.  Poison 
used  during  treatments  were:  Warfarin,  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Antu. 

The  public  sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year;  the  total  number  ot 
manholes  baited  were  68.  Complete  “takes”  of  the  bait  was  shown  in  7  man¬ 
holes  and  “partial  takes”  in  10  manholes. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector) 


No. 

on 

Register 

Number  o 

.  .  i  .  . 

f 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu¬ 

piers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

i  . 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

17 

„ 

1 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  . .  . . 

130 

145 

4 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  L.A. 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

J 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


1 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
prosecutions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred  by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 ) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient 

4 

4 

( b )  Unsuitable 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

5 

— 

1 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  total  consumption  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953,  was: 

Gallons 

Domestic  . .  200,318,000  (including;  bulk  supplies  to  R.D.C.) 

Trade  ..  121,806,000 


Total  ..  322,124,000 


The  peak  daily  consumption  occurred  on  14th  August,  and  amounted  to 
1,067,000  gallons. 

Average  consumption  per  day  882,500  gallons. 

The  construction  of  the  new  borehole  at  Tiddington  was  commenced  in 
January  1953,  and  the  completed  borehole  was  tested  for  yield  up  to  approxi¬ 
mately  280,000  gallons  per  day.  As  from  November  1953  this  new  source  of 
supply  was  utilised  to  the  extent  of  about  90,000  gallons  per  day  by  the  installa¬ 
tion  in  the  borehole  of  a  temporary  pumping  plant. 

Generally,  during  the  year  1953  water  supplies  in  the  Borough  were  main¬ 
tained  satisfactorily. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Some  further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  by  the  Consulting  Engineers 
towards  the  submission  in  outline  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  scheme  for  extension  and  reconstruction  works.  The  Council  carried 
out  certain  interim  works  in  the  provision  of  additional  secondary  filtration 
area  on  gravel  beds  to  give  an  improved  effluent,  and  in  the  provision  of  increased 
sludge  disposal  facilities. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT 


of 

STRATFORD-ON-AVON 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

J.  Wood,  a.i.a.s.,  a.m.i.s.e.,  M.R.san.i. 
Certificate  of  Meat  and  Foods 

Sanitary  Inspector 

H.  W.  Passmore,  A.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a., 
Certificate  of  Meat  and  Foods 


Area  of  District  (acres)  . .  . .  . .  81,996 

Population  (Estimated)  ..  ..  ..  21,780 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  £111,066 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  £435 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  21,780 


Live  Births 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  185  162  347 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  8  5  13 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  16-5  (15-5)* 


Stillbirths 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  . .  . .  3  3  6 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  —  — 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  0-3  (0-4)* 


Deaths 

Male  Female  Total 

108  97  205 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  9-4  (11  -4)* 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  sepsis  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  . .  . .  2  2  4 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  —  —  — 

Death  rate  per  1,000  related  births  11-1  (26-8)* 


Causes  of  Death 

Heart  disease  . .  , .  . .  . .  , .  1 

Atelectasis  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Prematurity  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Kernicterus  and  Prematurity  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  . .  . .  1  1  2 

Illegitimate  . .  , .  . .  —  —  — 


*  Corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

3 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

Other  Infectious  Diseases 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

3 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lungs,  Bronchus 

4 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . . 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

1 

1  Malignant  Neoplasm,  other  organs 

14 

6 

Leukeamia 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

12 

16 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

19 

8 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

— 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

9 

12 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

4 

9 

Influenza 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

4 

7 

Bronchitis  . . 

7 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

1 

7 

Ulcer  of  Stomach,  Duodenum 

2 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

Nephritis,  Nephrosis 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Causes  . . 

6 

13 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  . . 

6 

o 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Homicide,  Operations  of  War 

' 

' 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  1/1/53 
Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  31/12/53 


Pi 

il 

Non-Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

40 

25 

9 

6 

40 

i 

27 

10 

7 

AGE  PERIOD 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

i 

Pul. 

Non 

-Pul. 

Pul. 

1 

Non-Pul. 

r 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

2-5 

1 

6-10 

1 

1 

11-15 

16-20 

21-25 

1 

26-35 

3 

3 

1 

36-45 

1 

1 

1 

1 

46-55 

2 

1 

56-65 

1 

1 

66  and  upwards 

1 

Age  unknown 

Total 

9* 

4* 

1* 

3 

3 

*  Seven  of  these  are  not  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  but  transfers  from  other  areas. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 


HOUSING 


Total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  at  31st  December,  1953  . .  5,380 

Number  of  houses  built  under  Housing  Acts  . .  . .  . .  873 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  since  the  war  (including  25  prefabs)  436 

Number  of  houses  in  private  ownership  built  since  the  war  . .  188 

Number  of  new  houses  built  during  1953 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  85 

( b )  By  private  owners  . .  . .  .  . .  . .  50 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December,  1953  87 

Number  of  private  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December,  1953  66 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  . .  . .  . .  902 

Number  of  tenants  in  ex-W.D.  sites  . .  ..  ..  ..  228 


ACTION  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS 
Number  of  houses  about  which  representations  have  been  made  under 


Section  1 1,  Housing  Act  1936  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

Number  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the  1949 

Housing  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Number  of  grants  made  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  Nil 


(one  application  not  yet  determined) 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Drainage  and  Sanitary  Accommodation 

Conversion  of  pail  closets  to  water  closets  . .  . .  . .  10 

New  drains  with  new  connections  to  sewer 

Drains  partly  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Privately  carried  out  conversions  with  drains  to  septic  tanks  . .  . .  8 

New  septic  tanks  (apart  from  those  to  new  houses)  . .  . .  5 

Septic  tank  defects  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Visits  to  farm  for  new  cowshed  and/or  drainage  for  improved  premises 
to  T.T.  standard  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Statutory  Notices  Served 

Section  39 — Drainage  in  existing  buildings  . .  . .  . .  1 

Section  45— Defective  closet  accommodation  . .  .  .  . .  2 

Abatement  of  Nuisances 

Number  of  informal  letters  and  notices  . .  . .  . .  . .  100 

Statutory  Notices,  Section  93  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


Nuisances  from  3  overgrown  and  very  foul  ditches  have  been  piped. 

One  filthy  and  verminous  house  has  been  cleaned  up. 

Four  houses  which  were  in  a  bad  state  of  repair  (one  block  of  3  and  1 
detached  house)  have  been  brought  up  to  a  reasonable  standard  on  an  informal 
request  to  owners.  Works  have  included  repairs  to  roofs,  walls,  floors,  windows 
and  doors,  with  new  drains  in  two  cases,  and  replacement  of  worn  cooking  ranges. 

Refuse  and  Night  Soil  Collection 

Number  of  informal  notices  and  letters  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices,  Section  75  . .  . .  . .  1 
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The  Council  operates  a  service  for  the  collection  of  refuse  from  all  reason¬ 
ably  accessible  houses  in  the  district.  In  the  larger  more  thickly  populated  areas 
of  Henley-in-Arden,  Wootton  Wawen,  Tanworth-in-Arden,  WeiJesbourne  and 
Kineton  collection  of  refuse  is  made  weekly;  fortnightly  in  Snitterfield  and 
Welfoi d-on-Avon  (with  Weston)  and  monthly  in  the  remaining  more  thinlv 
populated  areas  of  the  district. 

Night  soil  is  collected  weekly  from  well  over  750  houses  in  the  parishes  of 
Wellesbourne  (with  Walton),  Wootton  Wawen,  Tanworth-in-Arden  and  Snit¬ 
terfield.  A  free  cesspool-emptying  service  is  operated  in  the  large  parish  of 
Tanworth-in-Arden,  and  work  in  that  parish  is  included  under  the  heading 
Number  of  cesspool  loads’  in  the  following  table,  which  represents  the  output 
of  the  Council’s  scavenging  service  during  a  typical  four-week  period  in  May- 
June  1953: 


Number  of  bins  emptied 

..  15,148 

Number  of  loads  recorded 

60 

Estimated  tonnage 

400 

Number  of  cesspool  loads 

285 

Number  of  private  cesspool  loads 

72 

Number  of  pails  emptied 

3,230 

CAMPING— CARAVAN  SITES 


There  are  five  sites  licensed  for  the  stationing  of  caravans  used  for  human 
habitation: 


Hillcrest,  The  Portway 
Wootton  Hall,  Wootton  Wawen 

Dodwell,  Luddington 
The  Mill,  Welford-on-Avon 
Long  Cast,  Welford-on-Avon 


80 

25  vans  per  acre  on 
the  land  approved 
40 
12 
12 


It  is  the  policy  of  the  Council  not  to  authorise  the  stationing  of  individual 
caravans  except  in  connection  with  agriculture  and  in  cases  where  a  single  plot 
owner  is  erecting  a  dwelling  and  pending  completion  the  caravan  affords  living 
accommodation  for  his  family. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 

Milk 

There  are  two  pasteurising  establishments  within  the  district,  licensed  by 
the  County  Council.  In  the  main  the  milk  supplied  in  the  district  consists  of 
Pasteurised  and  “T.T.”  milk  from  those  two  premises,  with  additional  supplies 
distributed  by  dealers  purchasing  similar  milk  from  a  pasteurising  establishment 
in  Strattord-upon-Avon  Borough.  The  northern  part  of  the  district  is  princip- 
ally  covered  by  dealers  purchasing  designated  milks  from  Birmingham  and 
Solihull.  Certain  dairy  farmers,  of  course,  retail  some  milk  produced  on  their 
own  farms.  The  following  table  indicates  the  distribution  of  milk  supplies 
throughout  the  district: 

Number  of  dealers  (pasteurised)  . .  . .  . .  2 

Number  of  registered  dairies  . .  . .  ’  ’  7 

Number  of  dealers  licensed  for  designated  milk  distribution  . .  "  7 

Number  of  dairy  farmers  selling  milk  (“T.T.”  Accredited  or  non-graded) 

by  retail,  mainly  in  small  quantities  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Number  of  outside  district  dealers  granted  supplementary  licences  for 

designated  milk  distribution  . .  . .  .  o 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK  DAIRIES  &  ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT, 

1950 


SECTION  8 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations — Routine  Milk  Samples  for 
Biological  Examination  during  the  Year  1953 


Designation  of  Milk 

Total  No. 
of  Samples 

No.  Positive 

Pasteurised 

4 

Nil 

“Tuberculin  tested  (Pasteurised)” 

8 

Nil 

“Tuberculin  tested” 

9 

Nil 

“Accredited”  and  non-graded 

72 

2 

Results  of  .  Investigations  of  Tubercle-Infected  Milk  Supplies 

during  the  Year  1953 


Number  of- — 

1.  Investigations  .. 

2.  Cows  examined 

3.  Milk  samples  for  diagnostic 
purposes 

4.  Cows  slaughtered  under 
Tuberculosis  Order 

5.  Cows  removed  from  herds 
during  investigations  that 
may  have  been  infected  . . 


Cases  found  on 
routine  sampling 
in  the  County 

2 

15 

3 

2 


Cases  reported 
by  neighbouring 
County  Authorities 

3 

66 

12 

2 
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FOOD,  GENERAL 


Ice-Cream 

There  is  one  establishment  operating  heat  treatment  manufacture.  Samples 
of  ice-cream  from  this  plant  taken  from  various  dealers  in  the  district,  and  those 
taken  and  notified  by  neighbouring  Authorities,  have  been  placed  invariably 
within  the  provisional  Grade  1.  One  person  only  manufactures  ice-cream  by 
the  cold  mix  method.  The  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  from  the  remaining 
21  registered  premises  is  manufactured  by  well-known  firms.  The  ice-cream 
being  mainly  pre-wrapped. 

Samples  taken  during  the  year  Grade  1  ..  ..15 


Section  14 — Premises 

Apart  from  ice-cream  premises,  there  are  none  registered  for  preserved 
foods.  Food  and  Drug  premises  in  the  district  total  129,  made  up  as  follows: 


Grocers  (mainly  small  village  Stores)  . .  30 

Public-houses  (6  serving  cooked  meals)  . .  . .  46 

Cafes  ..  ..  ..  ..14 

Post  Offices  and  General  Stores  . .  . .  14 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Butchers  . .  . .  . .  . .  ..12 

Chemists  . .  . .  .  .  . .  3 

Wet-fish  shops  .  .  .  .  . .  3 
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Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

Forty-one  visits  have  been  paid  to  premises  where  food  is  handled,  prepared 
or  sold.  Much  improved  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities  have 
been  provided  in  one  public-house.  Work  is  in  hand  at  two  houses  in  providing 
suitable  ladies’  toilets  with  separate  approaches.  There  is  one  outstanding  notice 
in  connection  with  the  provision  of  washing  facilities  to  a  grocer’s  shop,  and 
repairs  to  store  walls  and  floor  are  also  required. 


Unsound  Food 

Ten  visits  have  been  made  for  the  examination  of  unsound  foodstuffs  in 
small  quantities.  The  food  is  surrendered  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  trans¬ 
ports  it  to  the  Council’s  Depot  for  burying  under  refuse  at  one  of  the  Council’s 
tips. 


Food  Sampling 

Milk  .. 
Other  articles 


No.  Analysed  No.  Unsatisfactory 

. .  89  7 

. .  21  2 


Particulars  of  Unsatisfactory  Samples 

(1)  Milk 

The  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  were  procured  from  six  different  vendors. 
Two  samples  were  deficient  of  fat,  and  five  samples,  including  one  of  the  former, 
proved  to  be  adulterated  with  added  water. 

The  fat  deficiencies  appeared  to  be  due  to  natural  causes,  the  milk  given 
by  the  cows  in  these  cases  being  of  poor  quality.  With  regard  to  the  samples 
which  contained  added  water,  three  showed  very  slight  adulteration,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  1  per  cent,  which  appeared  to  have  been  caused  by  inadequate  drainage  of 
receptacles  used  for  the  milk. 

One  sample  showed  the  addition  of  7  per  cent  of  added  water  in  a  churn 
of  milk.  The  vendor  concerned  was  supplying  six  churns  of  milk  daily  to  a 
wholesale  dairy,  and  the  checks  of  the  milk  in  the  remaining  five  churns  were 
satisfactory.  Investigations  in  this  case  revealed  a  defect  in  the  combined  milk¬ 
ing  and  cooling  machine  used  at  the  farm  which,  in  certain  conditions,  allowed 
the  water  to  pass  into  the  milk.  The  discrepancy  appeared  to  have  arisen  quite 
inadvertently,  and,  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  in  the  case,  legal 
proceedings  were  not  instituted. 

The  remaining  two  adulterated  samples,  which  contained  2-24  per  cent  and 
0-94  per  cent  of  water  respectively,  were  of  pasteurised  milk,  and  the  presence 
of  added  water  was  shown  to  have  been  caused  by  the  inadequate  drainage  of 
the  pasteurising  plant,  after  it  had  been  cleaned  through  with  water.  It  was 
established  that  the  two  samples  in  question  were  from  the  first  quantity  of  milk 
to  be  passed  through  the  plant,  and  a  number  of  other  samples  showed  the 
remainder  of  the  milk  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  In  this  case  also  the  circumstances 
did  not  appear  to  warrant  legal  proceedings  being  instituted. 

In  connection  with  all  the  above  samples,  the  attention  of  the  vendors 
concerned  was  drawn  to  the  adverse  reports,  and  cautions  were  issued  in  respect 
of  those  which  showed  an  addition  of  water. 

(2)  Other  Articles 

Two  other  unsatisfactory  samples  were  of  sweetened  pastry  and  jam. 

The  former  was  devoid  of  sweetening,  but  the  label  on  the  product  has 
since  been  changed.  The  jam  proved  to  be  deficient  of  fruit,  and  further  investiga¬ 
tions  are  being  made  into  this  matter. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Number  of  informal  notices  and  letters  sent  concerning  water  supplies  to 

houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served,  Section  138,  Public  Health  Act  1936 

(as  amended)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

During  the  year,  93  properties  have  been  connected  to  mains  supplies. 
There  has  been  no  acute  shortage  of  water,  which  is  generally  of  a  high  degree 
of  purity.  In  all  cases  except  two  water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  neighbouring 
Authorities,  pending  the  completion  of  the  comprehensive  scheme  to  cover  the 
whole  district.  In  this  connection  two  boreholes  were  completed  in  1952  at 
Thelsford  for  the  supply  of  the  southern  part  of  the  district,  and  the  delivery 
of  pipes  and  specials  was  commenced  in  the  early  months  of  1953.  Tenders 
have  been  received  for  the  works  of  main  laying,  building  of  pump-house,  and 
construction  of  mass  concrete  reservoirs,  and  the  successful  Contractors  are 
due  to  commence  work  in  January  1954. 

Both  boreholes  at  Heath  End,  Snitterfield,  for  the  northern  water  scheme 
have  been  completed  and  satisfactorily  tested. 

Extensions  of  water  mains  have  been  carried  out  at  Bishopton  Lane,  Old 
Stratford  and  Drayton  by  direct  labour. 

Sixty-four  samples  for  bacteriological  and  8  for  chemical  analysis  have  been 
taken. 

Water  throughout  the  district  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 


Details  of  Public  Mains  Water  Supply  to  Houses 


Total  No. 

No.  with  mains 

No.  of  houses 

Parish 

houses 

supply  direct 

supplied  from 

in  Parish 

to  houses 

standpipes 

Admington 

34 

18 

16 

Alderminster 

. .  142 

93 

— 

Bearley 

98 

81 

— 

Billesley 

16 

8 

— 

Binton 

80 

39 

— 

Claverdon 

..  243 

127 

— 

Clifford  Chambers 

. .  114 

87 

— ~ 

Combrook  and  Compton  Verney  47 

29 

12 

Dorsington 

. .  32 

18 

8 

Grafton 

..  124 

61 

— 

Fulbroke  and  Hampton  Lucy 

. .  161 

7 

— 

Kineton 

. .  349 

323 

— 

Loxley 

79 

43 

23 

Luddington  and  Milcote 

85 

41 

13 

Marston  Sicca 

. .  99 

70 

3 

Old  Stratford  and  Drayton 

. .  143 

82 

— 

Preston  Bagot 

. .  48 

7 

- - 

Preston-on-Stour 

77 

4 

— 

Quinton 

. .  129 

84 

29 

Snitterfield 

. .  240 

127 

— 

Tan  worth-in- Arden  . . 

. .  689 

290 

— 

Whitchurch 

. .  46 

6 

— 

Wootton  Wawen — 

Wootton  Ward 

. .  255 

199 

Ullenhall  Ward 

.  .  106 

94 

— 

Henley-in-Arden  Ward 

. .  481 

393 

— 
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The  following  parishes  have  no  public  mains  supply:  Charlecote,  Ettington, 
Langley,  Newbold  Pacey  and  Ashorne,  Welford-on-Avon,  Wellesbourne  and 
Walton,  Weston-on-Avon,  Wolverton. 

Public  mains  touch  only  the  fringe  of  the  parishes  of  Fulbroke,  Hampton 
Lucy,  Preston  Bagot,  Preston-on-Stour  and  Whitchurch,  as  shown  in  the  fore¬ 
going  table. 

The  southern  scheme  about  to  start  will  provide  a  mains  supply  to  Charle¬ 
cote,  Hampton  Lucy,  Wellesbourne,  Moreton  Morrell,  Newbold  Pacey  and 
Ashorne,  Ettington,  Preston-on-Stour  and  Whitchurch,  and  the  new  mains  will 
link  up  with  those  already  existing  at  Kineton,  Alderminster,  Atherstone, 
Quinton,  Admington,  Long  Marston  and  Dorsington. 

Council  houses,  mainly  post-war,  have  water  laid  on  from  wells  or  bore¬ 
holes,  as  follows:  Ettington  (20),  Welford-on-Avon  (21),  Wellesbourne  (96), 
Wilverton  (3).  Twenty-nine  new  houses  at  Hampton  Lucy  are  to  be  supplied 
from  a  borehole,  and  7  post-war  Council  houses  at  Moreton  Morrell  have  water 
laid  on  from  a  private  County  Council  supply,  and  a  standpipe  from  the  same 
source  supplies  12  privately  owned  houses.  Wholesome  water  is  laid  on,  either 
in  the  huts  or  in  washhouses,  on  the  following  ex-W.D.  sites:  Ettington  (79), 
Wellesbourne  (19),  Atherstone  (53),  Bearley  (78). 


SEWERAGE 

New  disposal  works  have  been  built  at  Hampton  Lucy  to  receive  sewage 
from  29  Council  houses.  The  sewer  has  been  extended  to  serve  new  private 
houses  in  Bishopton  Lane. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

During  the  year  inspections  were  made  of  15  Local  Authority  properties, 
532  dwelling-houses,  177  farms  and  smallholdings  and  82  business  premises. 
These  visits  were  made  mainly  during  surveys  and  the  remainder  as  a  result  of 
notification  by  occupiers  of  rat  infestations. 

A  total  of  134  major  and  minor  infestations  were  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority,  and  26  infestations  found  on  farms  and  smallholdings  were  referred 
to  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  Pests  Officer,  who  has  again  been  most 
co-operative  in  dealing  with  the  infestations  referred  to  him. 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  only  one  notice  under  Section  4  of  the  Act  requiring 
treatment  of  land. 

Four  block  control  schemes  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
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THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

of 

ALCESTER 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Sanitary  Inspector 

G.  V.  Blackbrough,  A.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.i.p.h.h. 

Surveyor 

I.  C.  Williams,  a.i.a.s.,  a.m.i.s.e.,  m.r.s.i. 


Area  of  District  (acres) 
Population  (Estimated) 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  Penny  Rate  . . 


37,524 

13,360 

£58,727 

£228 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

..  13,360 

Live  Births 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  105  107 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  7  5 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  16-8  (15-5)* 

Total 

212 

12 

Stillbirths 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  4  1 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  —  — 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  0-4  (0-4)* 

Total 

5 

Deaths 

Male  Female 

83  90 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  13-0  (11-4)* 

Total 

173 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  sepsis 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  —  1 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  —  — 

Death  rate  per  1,000  related  births  4-5  (26-8)* 

Total 

1 

Causes  of  Death 

Prematurity 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  —  1 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  —  — 

*  Corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 

Total 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2 

1 

1  Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

i  ! 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

Other  Infectious  Diseases 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lungs,  Bronchus 

5 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . . 

1 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  other  organs 

14 

5  1 

Leukaemia 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

9 

10 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

9 

11 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

6 

3  1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

10 

24 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

4 

Influenza 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

Bronchitis  . .  - 

1 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach,  Duodenum 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

— 

Nephritis,  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Causes  . . 

10 

8 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

-  1 

All  Other  Accidents  . . 

2 

2 

Suicide 

— 

1 

Homicide,  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  Abortion  and  Childbirth 

— 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  1/1/53 
Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  31/12/55 


Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

33 

14 

11 

5 

32 

17 

11 

8 

AGE  PERIOD 

NEW  CASES 

i 

DEATHS 

Pi 

ll. 

Non-Pul. 

. 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

1 

1 

2-5 

1 

6-10 

1 

1 

11-15 

1 

16-20 

- 1 

21-25 

1 

26-35 

2 

2 

1 

36-45 

2 

1 

46-55 

1 

56-65 

66  and  upwards 

2 

Age  unknown 

• 

Total 

3* 

7 

1 

2 

3 

2 

*  One  of  these  is  not  a  new  case  of  tuberculosis,  but  transfer  from  another  area. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 


HOUSING 


Total  houses  in  district  . .  . .  . .  ,  4  795 

Number  of  houses  built  under  Housing  Acts  . .  . .  757 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  since  war  . .  . .  41 5 

Number  of  houses  in  private  ownership  built  since  war  . .  . .  120 

Number  of  new  houses  built  during  1953 

{a)  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

( b )  Private  owners  . .  . .  . .  28 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  course  of  erection  . .  . .  32 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  . .  . .  630 

Number  of  tenants  in  ex-W.D.  sites  ..  ..  ..  12 

ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS  1936-52 

Number  of  houses  about  which  representations  have  been  made  under 

Section  11,  Housing  Act  1936  ..  ..  ..  ..  n 

Number  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing 

Act  1949  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Number  of  grants  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 

Provision  of  dustbins  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Provision  of  mains  water  supply  . .  .  .  . .  . .  4 

Provision  of  satisfactory  drainage  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Conversions  of  earth  closets  to  water  closets  . .  . .  . .  19 

(Grants  of  £6  have  been  paid  in  connection  with  each  conversion.) 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES,  ETC. 

Number  of  informal  notices  and  letters  ..  ..  ..  ..  1003 

Abatement  of  nuisances  on  service  of  informal  notices  . .  . .  279 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS  (PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936) 

Site  licences  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Licences  authorising  persons  to  station  movable  dwellings  . .  . .  7 

Refusals  to  grant  a  licence  in  respect  of  a  movable  dwelling  . .  1 


39 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA 


Notifiable  infectious  disease  investigations  and/or  fumigations  . .  20 

Food  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 

Milk  and  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  25 

Licensed  premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  . .  51 

Smoke  observations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Complaints  regarding  housing  defects  . .  . .  . .  . .  69 

Subsequent  visits  regarding  housing  defects  . .  . .  . .  254 

Housing  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

•Housing  investigations  for  re-housing  purposes  . .  . .  . .  75 

Provision  of  dustbins  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  259 

Sanitary  accommodation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  193 

Drainage  matters  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  325 

Well  water  supplies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  174 

Dirty  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Verminous  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Factories  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Tips  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  113 

Ditches  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 

Caravans  or  sites  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  31 

Temporary  structures  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  84 


FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  following  foods  have  been  voluntarily  surrendered  to  prevent  them  being 
used  for  human  consumption: 

31  tins  of  meat  and  ham. 

228  tins  of  fruit  and  vegetables. 

26  tins  of  milk. 

31  tins  of  fish. 

1  tin  of  jam. 

3  pkts.  cheese. 

5  pkts.  blancmange  powder. 

2  pkts.  cocoa. 

4  doz.  skinned  cod  fillets. 

1 12  lb.  sweetened  fat. 

A  special  collection  of  unfit  food  from  food  premises  is  arranged.  This  is 
taken  to  one  of  the  two  refuse  tips  in  the  district  and  the  unfit  food  is  covered 
with  four  to  five  feet  of  refuse.  All  loose  food  is  sprayed  with  disinfectant  before 
tipping.  In  two  to  three  days’  time  the  area  for  tipping  the  unfit  food  forms 
part  of  the  track  for  further  tipping. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  (Alcester  Abattoir) 

The  inspection  of  meat  at  the  one  abattoir  in  operation  in  the  district  is 
carried  out  by  a  private  firm  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  and  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  is  supplied  as  to  carcases  inspected  and  condemned: 


Cattle 

and 

Cows 

I 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

« 

Number  killed 

2100 

728 

6414 

2578 

Number  inspected 

2100 

728 

6414 

2578 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

30 

4 

43 

59 

%  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  tubercu¬ 
losis 

L42% 

•54% 

•67% 

2-28% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

14 

— 

— 

2 

%  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

•66% 

— 

•07% 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
Ice-Cream  Sampling 

Provisional  Grade  1  . .  . .  . .  5 

2  2 

3  1 

„  „  4  1 

Total  Samples  Taken  . .  . .  . .  9 

FOOD  &  DRUGS  (MILK  DAIRIES  &  ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT,  1950 

SECTION  8 


Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations — Routine  Milk  Samples  for 
Biological  Examination  during  the  Year  1953 


Designation  of  Milk 

Total  No.  of 
Samples 

No.  Positive 

Pasteurised 

8 

Nil 

“Tuberculin  tested  (Pasteurised) 

8 

Nil 

“Tuberculin  tested” 

4 

Nil 

“Accredited  and  Non-Graded 

35 

2 
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Results  of  Investigations  of  Tubercle-infected  Milk  Supplies 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 


\ 


Cases  found  on 
routine  sampling 
in  the  County 


Number  of — 

1 .  Investigations  . .  . .  2 

2.  Cows  examined  . .  .  .  43 

3.  Milk  samples  for  diagnostic 

purposes  . .  . .  . .  12 

4.  Cows  slaughtered  under  Tuber¬ 

culosis  Order  . .  . .  2 

5.  Cows  removed  from  herds  during 

investigations  that  may  have 

been  infected  . .  . .  — 


Food  Premises 


Cases  reported 
by  neighbouring 
County  Authorities 

1 

15 

4 

1 


Registered  Dairies  (not  being  dairy  farms)  ..  ..  ..  10 

Registered  Distributors  of  milk  (not  dairy  farmers)  . .  . .  16 

Registered  premises  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream  and/or  the 
making  of  cold  mix  ice-cream  . .  . .  . .  . .  47 

(No  heat-treated  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  this  district) 

Registered  premises  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages 
or  potted,  pressed  food,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Butchers’  shops  in  the  district  . .  .  :  . .  . .  11 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Licenced  premises  (including  5  clubs)  . .  . .  . .  . .  57 

Fish  and  chip  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Grocers’  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  60 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Household  refuse  is  collected  from  all  parishes  in  the  district,  although 
refuse  is  not  collected  from  certain  isolated  dwellings  and  farms.  When  a 
request  for  collection  is  received  from  any  isolated  premises,  a  collection  service 
is  arranged,  although  not  as  frequently  as  may  be  desirable.  Trade  refuse  is 
collected  on  payment  of  the  actual  cost  involved  in  collecting  the  refuse. 

Refuse  collection  is  done  by  three  vehicles  and  the  compliment  of  loaders, 
including  driver-loaders,  is  eleven  men.  A  new  vehicle  has  been  purchased 
during  the  year  to  take  the  place  of  an  open  lorry.  In  1952  the  complement  of 
men  on  the  vehicles  was  thirteen  but,  to  reduce  costs,  the  number  of  men  was 
reduced  to  eleven.  During  the  year,  as  the  result  of  certain  alterations  in  the 
collection  scheme,  the  collection  service  improved  in  spite  of  reduced  labour. 
The  service  is  working  on  the  minimum  of  men,  and  during  the  winter  months, 
when  sickness  is  usually  more  prevalent,  in  one  instance  the  labour  on  the 
vehicles  was  reduced  to  half  and  in  part  of  the  district  it  was  four  weeks  be¬ 
tween  two  collections. 

There  are  two  controlled  tips  in  the  area  and  one  man  is  employed  full 
time  in  keeping  these  under  control.  Approximately  £100  is  spent  during  the 
year  in  hiring  a  Chase  Side  shovel  and  in  surface-covering  operations  with  sand 
and  soil.  The  amount  of  material  for  surface  covering  is  less  than  what  is 
recommended  when  operating  controlled  tips. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


A  rodent  control  propaganda  display  was  on  show  in  Alcester  for  14  days, 
this  being  arranged  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
Rodent  Infestation  Division.  The  display  aroused  much  local  interest  in  rodent 
control. 

One  Rodent  Operative  is  engaged  full  time  on  inspection  works  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  and  in  carrying  out 
rodent  eradication  treatments. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Alcester  Rural  District  Council's  Comprehensive  Water  scheme  was 
completed  in  1953,  and  thus  the  Council  has  achieved  its  ambition  to  provide 
the  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  with  a  pure  and  plentiful  water  supply. 
Over  90  per  cent  of  the  populace  is  supplied  as  under: 


Parish 

East 

Worcs. 

Bidford 

Stratford 

R.D.C. 

W.  W.  Co. 

Scheme 

Scheme 

Alcester 

. .  2500 

_ 

__ 

Arrow 

300 

_ 

_ 

Aston  Cantlow 

100 

_ 

_ 

Bidford 

— 

2000 

_ 

Coughton 

!.*  215 

— 

_ 

Exhall 

.  .  - 

135 

40 

Great  Alne 

350 

_ 

. 

Haselor 

50 

Kinwarton 

45 

_ 

Morton  Bagot 

75 

_ 

_ 

Oldberrow 

— 

_ 

_ 

Oversley 

! .’  350 

_ 

_ 

Salford  Priors 

— 

900 

.  . 

Sambourne  and  Middletown 

*. !  700 

_ 

_____ 

Spernall 

50 

_ 

_ 

Studley 

4000 

— 

— 

Weethley  and  Bevington 

25 

— 

— 

Wixford 

— 

142 

- 

Wilmcote 

.  .  - 

— 

600 

The  two  main  sources  of  water  used  during  1953  were: 

(a)  East  Worcestershire  Water  Company’s  supply  from  the  Bunter  Sandstone 
which  provides  a  very  potable  supply,  and  serves  the  northern  areas;  this 
Council  being  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  the  water. 

(b)  The  Dunnington  supply  for  the  parishes  of  Bidford  and  Salford  Priors  was 
brought  into  use  by  the  Council  after  the  1933-34  drought,  and  uses  water 
from  the  superficial  gravel  deposits  between  Dunnington  and  Broom.  The 
water  is  moderately  hard. 

A  small  quantity  of  water  is  taken  in  bulk  from  Stratford  R.D.C.  supply, 
in  order  to  service  the  village  of  Wilmcote. 

The  water  is  from  boreholes  to  the  east  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  sunk 
into  Keuper  sandstone. 
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PURITY  OF  EXISTING  SUPPLIES 


All  existing  main  supplies  reach  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity.  The 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  chlorination  of  the  public  water  supplies  derived 
from  sources  within  the  area,  and  samples  are  taken  for  examination  at  intervals. 


Sampling 

Well  water  private  supplies  (bacteriological)  . .  58. 

Satisfactory  samples  ..  15 

Doubtful  samples  . .  23 

Unsatisfactory  samples  . .  . .  20 


Plumbo  Solvency 

There  is  little  risk  of  lead  intake  from  the  water  supplied  in  this  area,  but 
variations  in  alkalinity  are  carefully  watched. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Council  is  very  much  alive  to  the  need  of  providing  adequate  sewers 
and  sewage  disposal  works  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  Sites  are  being  purchased 
for  works  and  for  certain  intermediate  stations  in  the  rural  district.  It  is  obvious, 
I  think,  that  the  Minister  will  need  to  grant  approvals  in  stages  throughout  the 
country  to  provide  a  certain  continuity  and  adequacy  of  labour  and  materials. 


NIGHT  SOIL  COLLECTION  AND  CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

A  modern  vehicle,  staffed  by  four  men,  is  engaged  full  time  on  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  night  soil,  free  of  charge,  from  nearly  1,000  properties  in  the  district. 

A  cesspool  emptying  vehicle,  with  two  men,  is  on  call  for  the  emptying  of 
cesspools  at  a  charge  of  25s.  per  load  of  up  to  800  gallons. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  year  1953 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Alcester  in  the  County  of  Warwick 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspec- 
_  tions  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

i ' 

No. 

on 

Register 

\ 

dumber  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu¬ 

piers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1 ,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

8 

1 

1 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

70 

31 

18 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  . . 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . . 

81 

32 

19 

Nil 

2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred  by  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of  cases  in  whic 
prosecutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .. 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

6 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  relating  to  outwork) 

6 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Total 

15 

15 

_ 

7 

— 
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THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

of 

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 
H.  C.  Cooper,  M.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 


Sanitary  Inspector 

D.  P.  Carpenter,  A.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 


Area  of  District  (acres)  . .  . .  . .  53,339 

Population  (Estimated)  . .  . .  . .  7,880 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  £43,146 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  £169 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7,880 


Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

74 

66 

140 

Illegitimate 

4 

7 

11 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population  19 

■2  (15-5)* 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  0-5  (0-4)* 


Deaths 


Male  Female 


64  61 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  15-9  (11-4)* 


Total 

125 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  sepsis  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  3  —  3 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  —  —  — 

Death  rate  per  1,000  related  births  19-8  (26-8)* 

Causes  of  Death 

Prematurity  . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  2 

Congenital  Agenisis  of  oesophagus  \  , 

Atelectasis  of  lungs  . .  / 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  . .  . ,  . .  3  —  3 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  —  —  — 

*  Corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

1 

— 

Other  Infectious  Diseases 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lungs,  Bronchus 

3 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . . 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  other  organs 

5 

6 

Leukaemia 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

11 

6 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

11 

4 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

4  1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

15 

15 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

4 

Influenza 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

Bronchitis  . . 

— 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

1 

—  I 

Ulcer  of  Stomach,  Duodenum 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

1 

Nephritis,  Nephrosis 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

_ 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

— 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Causes  . . 

4 

7 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

_ 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

1 

Suicide 

2 

Homicide,  Operations  of  War 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  1/1/53 
Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  31/12/53 


Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

14 

9 

9 

3 

16 

! 

9 

8 

2 

AGE  PERIOD 

NEW 

CASES 

i 

DEATHS 

Pul. 

1 

Non-Pul. 

| 

Pul. 

i 

Non-Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

• 

2-5 

1 

6-10 

11-15 

16-20 

21-25 

1 

26-35 

2 

2 

36-45 

46-55 

1 

56-65 

66  and  upwards 

1 

Age  unknown 

Total 

4 

4 
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HOUSING 


Total  number  of  dwellings  j(including  farmhouses,  house-shops,  etc.)  2868 
Number  of  Council  houses  at  31st  December,  1953  . .  . .  434 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  since  war  . .  . .  . .  204 

Number  of  houses  in  private  ownership  (including  conversions)  built 

since  war  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  87 

Number  of  new  houses  built  during  1953 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  43 

( b )  By  private  owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December,  1953  63 

Number  of  private  houses  including  conversions  in  course  of  erection 

at  31st  December,  1953  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses 

(a)  Resident  in  district  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  241 

(, b )  Outside  the  district  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  67 

Number  of  tenants  in  ex-W.D.  sites  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


ACTION  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS 


Number  of  houses  about  which  official  representations  have  been  made 

under  Section  11,  Housing  Act  1936  . .  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  houses  closed  or  demolished 

(a)  By  Statutory  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

( b )  By  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Number  of  applications  for  improvement  grant  under  Housing 

(Financial  Provisions)  Act  1 949  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Number  of  grants  made  under  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  1949  1 1 


GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

The  majority  of  cottage  property  in  the  area  is  old  and  falls  far  short  of 
the  standard  of  fitness  considered  desirable  for  the  district.  The  rentals  are 
extremely  low,  and  owners,  therefore,  are  reluctant  to  undertake  major  works 
of  repair  or  improvement.  Statutory  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  would  in 
most  cases  entail  action  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act  1936,  and  the  Council 
are  reluctant  to  deal  with  other  than  extreme  cases  owing  to  the  difficulties  in 
re-housing.  Use  is  made  of  the  powers  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to 
keep  these  properties  in  a  fair  state  of  repair,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  persuade 
owners  to  carry  out  improvements  without  recourse  to  Statutory  action,  and, 
in  several  cases,  new  owner-occupiers  have  brought  their  properties  up  to  modern 
standards. 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  the  forthcoming  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act 
will  cause  the  majority  of  owners  to  bring  their  properties  to  a  good  standard 
of  repair  without  a  great  deal  of  pressure,  as  the  inducements  are  not  sufficiently 
great  when  taking  into  consideration  the  existing  low  rents  and  rateable  values. 

Greater  use  is  now  being  made  of  the  financial  aid  available  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  (Financial  Provisions)  1949,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  number  now  applying  will  gradually  increase. 

The  Council’s  programme  for  the  erection  of  Council  houses  is  being  carried 
out  with  all  possible  speed  and  it  is  anticipated  that,  with  the  advent  of  the 
Comprehensive  Water  Scheme,  building  will  be  possible  in  several  villages  where 
previously  houses  could  not  be  built  owing  to  lack  of  water. 

Private  building  is  being  given  every  encouragement. 
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The  Council  have  approved  a  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  older 
type  of  Council  houses  by  the  installation  of  hot-water  systems,  bathrooms  and 
water  closets  where  these  were  not  previously  provided.  This  scheme  will  affect 
approximately  200  houses. 

Regard  has  been  paid,  when  letting  new  houses,  to  the  existing  housing 
conditions  of  the  applicants  and,  wherever  possible,  Statutory  Action  under 
Section  11,  Housing  Act  1936,  is  being  taken  in  respect  of  these  cases.  Several 
cases  of  overcrowding  have  also  been  relieved. 


ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Defective  or  insufficient  drainage  . . 

Informal 

Notices 

12 

Statutory 

Notices 

Defective  or  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

3 

_ 

Nuisances 

15 

_ 

General  Housing  Repairs 

29 

1 

Verminous  houses 

2 

_ 

Movable  dwellings — Contraventions 

2 

_ 

Insufficient  or  defective  water  supply 

9 

— 

Public  Byelaw  Contraventions 

18 

— 

CARAVAN  SITES 

Number  of  licensed  sites: 

(a)  Large  sites — 1  for  3  caravans. 

( b )  Individual  sites  and  caravans  . .  6. 

The  above  sites  and  caravans  are  for  permanent  occupation.  There  are 
no  licensed  sites  which  cater  for  temporary  occupants  at  holiday  seasons,  etc. 

The  main  demand  for  sites  for  movable  dwellings  is  to  house  agricultural 
workers  where  no  other  accommodation  is  available. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


The  slaughter  of  food  animals  and  their  inspection  is  carried  out  at  the 
central  abattoir  at  Stratford-on-Avon.  Periodic  inspections  are  made  of  the 
retailer’s  shops  and  the  meat  therein. 

Regular  inspections  of  canned  foodstuffs  and  other  foods  are  carried  out 
and  condemnation  certificates  have  been  issued  in  respect  of : 


Canned  fruit  . 
Canned  vegetables 
Canned  meats 
Canned  milk  . . 
Canned  fish  . . 
Canned  jam  . . 
Cooked  hams 
Cheeses 
Dried  milk 
Wet  fish 


56  tins 
27  tins 

21  tins  including  (1x8  lbs.,  1  x  6  lbs.  and  1  x  4  lbs. 
14  tins 

5  tins 

1 

2x14  lbs. 

77  lbs. 

1  cwt. 

6  stones  (hake) 


tip. 


Condemned  foodstuffs  are  destroyed  by  deep  burial  at  the  Council’s  refuse 


There  is  one  licensed  knackers-yard  with  the  district  and  regular  inspections 
are  carried  out  at  these  premises. 
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Ice-Cream 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  by  heat  treatment  . .  1 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  by  cold  treatment  . .  2 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

The  majority  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  sell  only  in 
pre-packed  containers.  No  action  has  been  found  necessary  with  regard  to 
unclean  handling,  etc. 

Those  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  have  also  complied  with 
the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment),  etc.,  Regulations  1947  to  1952,  and  no  action 
has  been  found  necessary. 

Six  samples  of  ice-cream  from  the  3  manufacturers  were  taken  during  the 
year  for  testing  by  Methylene  Blue  Test,  of  which  5  were  in  Provisional  Grade  1 
and  1  in  Provisional  Grade  3. 

Food  Premises,  Catering  Establishments,  etc. 


Bakehouses 

Fish  Friers  . .  . .  . .  2 

Sausage  Manufacturers  . .  . .  5 

Inns,  Public-houses  and  Hotels  . .  31 

Restaurant  Kitchens  . .  . .  10 


Bakehouses 

One  bakehouse  has  ceased  to  operate  during  the  year,  leaving  a  total  of 
7  bakehouses  now  in  operation.  Of  these  bakehouses,  two  are  small  and  poorly 
equipped  and  it  is  anticipated  that  in  the  near  future  action  will  be  necessary 
to  discontinue  their  use. 

Fish  Friers 

The  two  fish-frying  businesses  in  the  district  are  ancillaries  to  wet-fish  shops 
and  are  only  in  operation  on  certain  days  in  the  week.  No  cause  for  complaint 
has  been  found  in  the  way  these  businesses  are  conducted. 

Sausage  Manufacturers 

The  five  manufacturers  of  sausages  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  are  all  ancillaries  to  Butchers’  Shops  in  respect  of  their 
own  retail  trade.  The  provisions  of  Section  13,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
are  complied  with,  and  no  need  for  action  for  contraventions  has  arisen. 

Inns,  Public-houses  and  Hotels 

Major  works  of  improvement  have  been  carried  out  to  one  public-house 
and  work  has  been  placed  in  the  builder’s  hands  in  two  other  cases  where  in¬ 
formal  action  has  been  taken  to  improve  cleansing  facilities. 

A  revised  scheme  has  been  submitted  and  approved  where  major  works 
were  required  to  another  hotel.  A  previous  scheme,  estimated  to  cost  over 
£5,000,  was  considered  to  be  too  expensive.  It  is  expected  that  the  improvements 
will  be  carried  out  very  shortly. 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

Periodic  inspections  of  restaurant  kitchens  have  been  carried  out  and 
improvements  have  been  obtained  in  the  case  of  two  cafes  where  facilities  were 
not  up  to  standard. 
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Milk  and  Dairies 


There  are  three  registered  distributors  within  the  Rural  District,  all  of  whom 
obtain  their  milk,  both  pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  Tested,  in  bottles  from 
Stratford  Dairy  Ltd. 

Five  registered  milk  distributors  are  outside  the  district  and  annual  checks 
are  made  with  the  neighbouring  Authorities  as  to  the  conditions  appertaining 
to  the  dairies  in  question. 

Thirty-eight  producers  of  milk  also  retail  small  quantities,  these  dairies 
being  under  the  control  of  the  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

One  producer-retailer  also  bottles  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  obtained  from 
a  dairy  outside  the  district,  and  it  was  found  necessary  in  this  case  to  require 
the  provision  of  proper  bottling  facilities. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK  DAIRIES  AND  ARTIFICIAL  CREAM) 

ACT,  1950 

SECTION  8 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations — Routine  Milk  Samples  for 
Biological  Examination  during  the  Year  1953 


Designation  of  Milk 

Total  No. 
of  Samples 

No.  Positive 

Pasteurised 

— 

_ 

"Tuberculin  tested  (Pasteurised)’ 

— 

“Tuberculin  tested” 

! !  5 

Nil 

“Accredited”  and  non-graded 

56 

1 

Results  of  Investigations  of 

T  U  BERCLE-I NFECTED 

Milk  Supplies 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 

Cases  found  on 

Cases  reported 

Number  of- — 

routine  sampling 

by  neighbouring 

in  the  County 

County  A  uthorities 

1.  Investigations  .. 

1 

— 

2.  Cows  examined 

10 

— 

3.  Milk  samples  for  diagnostic 

purposes 

6 

— 

4.  Cows  slaughtered  under 

Tuberculosis  Order 

1 

— 

5.  Cows  removed  from  herds 
during  investigations  that 

may  have  been  infected  . . 

— 

— 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

General 

The  area  is  dependent  upon  water  supplies  issuing  from  the  small  limestone 
cappings  on  the  surrounding  hills,  and  such  superficial  deposits  as  may  occur 
in  the  lias  clay.  These  areas  are  very  small,  and  the  flow  of  water  from  the  springs 
is  equally  small  and  varies  considerably  with  the  season.  The  main  piped  water 
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supply  is  taken  from  springs  at  Ebrington,  outside  the  area,  and  used  to  serve 
the  town  of  Shipston-on-Stour  and  three  small  villages  adjoining.  The  villages 
of  Halford,  Oxhill,  Whatcote  and  Idlicote  take  water  from  a  spring  at  Compton, 
where  a  flow  of  12,000  gallons  per  day  can  be  obtained.  The  remaining  villages 
obtain  water  from  small  springs  yielding  from  1,000  to  5,000  gallons  per  day 
from  the  wells.  These  sources  are  entirely  inadequate  and  there  is  considerable 
hardship  caused  by  lack  of  sufficient  water.  Insanitary  conditions  exist  on  this 
account  and  cannot  be  remedied  until  better  supplies  are  obtained. 

The  Council  have  prepared  a  comprehensive  water  scheme  for  the  area, 
based  on  taking  water  from  the  North  Cotswold  R.D.C.,  at  a  point  near  to  the 
village  of  Little  Compton,  and  distributing  it  through  mains  to  all  parts  of  the 
district  not  fully  supplied.  It  is  intended  that  this  scheme  will  augment  the 
Halford,  Oxhill  and  Whatcote  system  and  also  provide  additional  water  for  the 
Shipston  town  area.  It  is  further  intended  to  supply  as  many  farms  as  are  able 
to  take  the  water.  The  scheme  will  enable  improvements  to  be  made  in  sanitary 
conditions  throughout  the  area,  and  there  will  be  considerably  less  risk  to  health, 
and  the  provision  of  adequate  supplies  of  clean  water  to  farms  will  facilitate 
the  production  of  a  better  standard  of  milk. 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  approved  the  scheme, 
and  work  is  to  start  in  the  immediate  future. 

Quality 

The  quality  of  the  water  in  the  area  varies  with  the  season.  Whilst  the  main 
springs  prove  to  yield  water  of  a  satisfactory  degree  of  purity,  the  quality  of  the 
water  in  the  smaller  springs  and  from  the  wells  is  known  to  be  doubtful,  especi¬ 
ally  when  the  water  levels  are  low  in  the  dry  periods.  This  doubt  will  not  arise 
when  the  new  scheme  is  operating. 

Analysis  of  Water  Supplies 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  various  samples 


of  water  taken  in  the 

district: 

Liable  to 

Supply 

Public  Piped 

Sample 

No. 

Satisfactory 

Pollution 

Unsatisfactory 

(untreated) 

Bact. 

35 

23 

7 

5 

Chem. 

1 

1 

Public  Piped 
(treated) 

Public  Wells 

Bact. 

3 

3 

— 

— 

(untreated) 

Private  Supplies 

Bact. 

8 

2 

— 

6 

(untreated) 

Bact. 

24 

8 

4 

12 

Plumbo  Solvency 

Water  supplies  in  the  area  are  not  considered  to  be  plumbo  solvent. 


Action  in  Respect  of  Contamination 
Certain  public  supplies  liable  to  pollution  are  being  treated  by  small  chlorina¬ 
tion  plants,  one  well  has  been  closed  and  water  is  being  carted  regularly  to  supply 
the  users  of  this  well.  Notices  have  been  posted  at  other  villages  advising  the 
boiling  of  all  water  for  domestic  consumption. 

Owners  of  private  supplies  are  advised  on  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
pollution,  and  chlorine  is  provided  for  use  in  cleaning  wells,  tanks,  etc. 

The  installation  of  the  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme  is  scheduled  to  com¬ 
mence  early  in  1954,  and  it  is  expected  that  within  2  years  all  villages  will  be 
supplied  by  water  of  good  quality  from  public  mains. 
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SUPPLIED  WITH  WATER  FROM  PUBLIC  WATER  MAINS 


Parish  Houses 

Esti¬ 

mated 

Popu¬ 

Houses 

Laid-on 

Popu¬ 

lation 

Houses 

S.P. 

Popu¬ 

lation 

Re¬ 

marks 

Barchester,  Barcheston 

10 

lation 

30 

4 

17 

1 

3 

Willington 

26 

98 

18 

68 

7 

26 

Barton-on-the-Heath 

39 

131 

7 

25 

14 

54 

Brailes,  Brailes 

248 

745 

72 

215 

141 

434 

Winderton 

25 

75 

— 

— 

3 

10 

Private 

Burmington 

38 

126 

5 

18 

16 

61 

Butlers  Marston 

74 

201 

17 

45 

47 

127 

Cherington 

70 

220 

4 

12 

10 

30 

Compton  Wynyates  . . 

8 

19 

— 

— 

_ 

Private 

Great  Wolford 

47 

141 

27 

79 

18 

50 

Private 

Halford 

92 

258 

57 

148 

33 

102 

Honington 

61 

220 

38 

144 

9 

38 

Idlicote 

32 

93 

17 

37 

5 

15 

Ilmington 

206 

629 

80 

240 

67 

203 

_ 

Little  Compton 

100 

296 

7 

23 

39 

117 

Little  Wolford 

41 

153 

— 

— 

_ 

Private 

Long  Compton 

189 

281 

105 

324 

43 

130 

Oxhill 

68 

167 

47 

109 

9 

23 

_ 

Pillerton  Hersey 

36 

93 

— 

— 

_ 

Private 

Pillerton  Priors 

43 

113 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Private 

Shipston-on-Stour 

492 

1552 

408 

1228 

76 

230 

Stretton-on-Fosse 

106 

263 

84 

210 

10 

25 

Stourton 

39 

121 

— 

— 

_ 

Private 

Sutton-under-Brailes  . . 

44 

115 

4 

17 

15 

45 

Tidmington 

13 

58 

— 

— 

Private 

Tredington,  Armscote 

51 

134 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Private 

Blackwell 

50 

138 

— 

— 

_ 

, 

Private 

Darlingscote 

41 

121 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Private 

Newbold 

99 

271 

34 

98 

46 

125 

Tredington 

100 

289 

28 

88 

52 

153 

Private 

Tysoe 

246 

758 

126 

393 

86 

278 

_ 

Whatcote 

28 

81 

18 

51 

7 

20 

_ 

Whichford,  Ascott 

16 

55 

9 

31 

3 

14 

_ 

Whichford 

81 

220 

10 

25 

20 

50 

_ _ 

SEWERAGE 

Full  sewerage  systems  operate  for  the  small  town  of  Shipston-on-Stour  and 
for  the  village  of  Honington.  The  remaining  villages  depend  upon  simple  drain¬ 
age  to  land  treatment  or  irrigation.  In  some  of  the  villages  small  sections  are 
sewered  to  miniature  disposal  works.  The  Council  take  all  possible  steps  to 
minimise  the  amount  of  nuisance  existing,  but  little  effective  work  can  be  done 
until  the  area  is  sewered.  Extensions  of  sewers  to  serve  freshly  developed  land 
have  been  made  in  Shipston-on-Stour,  and  small  sewage  disposal  works  have 
been  designed  and  constructed  to  serve  housing  sites. 

The  Council  have  instructed  their  consulting  engineers  to  prepare  a  sewerage 
scheme  for  the  group  of  villages  comprising  Upper  and  Lower  Brailes,  Sutton- 
under-Brailes,  Stourton  and  Cherington.  Instructions  have  also  been  given  for 
a  scheme  to  be  prepared  to  sewer  Stretton-on-Fosse.  A  scheme  has  also  been 
prepared  for  the  village  of  Ilmington  and  will  be  submitted  to  the  Minister  in 
stages. 


57 


RODENT  CONTROL 


A  full-time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed  by  the  Council  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

As  a  result  of  changes  of  employment  by  Rodent  Operatives,  there  were 
two  periods  when  the  Council  were  without  an  operator,  and  routine  survey  of 
the  area  could  not  be  carried  out,  i.e.  1st  March,  1953-1  Oth  May,  1953,  inclusive, 
and  20th  September,  1953-22nd  November,  1953,  inclusive. 

In  addition,  new  operators  were  obliged  to  undergo  a  course  of  instruction 
prior  to  the  full  execution  of  their  duties. 

A  low-powered  motor-cycle  and  box-sidecar  has  been  purchased  and  has 
been  found  extremely  useful  with  a  low  running  cost. 

Minor  infestation  at  dwelling-houses  are  treated  free  of  charge. 

A  copy  of  the  report  for  the  15  months  ended  31st  March,  1954,  sent  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  follows: 


Type  of  Property 


- 

Local 

Autho¬ 

rity 

0) 

Dwell¬ 

ing 

houses 

(2) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
business 
premises) 
(4) 

Total 

(5) 

1.  Total  number  of  proper¬ 
ties  in  Local  Authority’s 
district 

13 

2516 

451 

376 

3356 

2.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  the  15 
months  ended  31st  March, 
1954,  as  a  result  of  ( a ) 
Notification;  ( b )  Survey 
under  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949;  (c)  Otherwise,  e.g. 
when  visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose 

(a) 

36 

4 

6 

46 

(b) 

10 

Ditches  4 

2016 

349 

121 

2496 
Ditches  4 

(c) 

3 

268 

32 

440 

1555 

3.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  ( see  Section  2) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats 

3 

Ditches  1 
Major 

5 

20 

2 

30 

Ditches  1 

2 

Ditches  3 
Minor 

176 

32 

19 

229 

Ditches  3 

4.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  ( see  Section  2) 
which  were  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by  mice 

13 

1 

14 

5.  Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  ( see  Sections  3  and 
4)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

5 

Ditches  4 

188 

38 

21 

252 

Ditches  4 

6.  Number  of  Notices  served 
under  Section  4: 

(i)  Treatment  Informal 

(ii)  Structural  Works 

(i.e.  Proofing)  . . 

_ 

___ 

4 

. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
by  the  Local  Authority 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  Section  4  . . 

|  8.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

• —  ■ 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Number  of  “block”  con¬ 
trol  schemes  carried  out 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

3 

59 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  Year  1953 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Shipston-on-Stour  in  the  County  of  Warwick 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 

inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

No. 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Occu¬ 
piers 
Prose¬ 
cuted  j 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1 ,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

15 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

39 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 

workers’  premises)  . . 

47 

105 

Nil 

| 

Nil 

Total 

101 

1 

141 

Nil 

Nil 
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